
COLLEGE PREPARATORY TIMELINE 

 

Freshman and Sophomore Years 

 Go to Florida Virtual Campus at www.flvc.org and complete a College & Career 

Readiness Evaluation 

 If you plan to attend college, take college preparatory programs, including Honors, 

Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment classes. 

 Talk to your guidance counselor or teachers about Advanced Placement courses. Find 

out what courses are available, whether you are eligible, and how to enroll in them. 

 Start smart with your grades. High school can be overwhelming at first, but it’s much 

easier to maintain a good GPA than it is to pull up a low one. 

 Freshmen, register to take college entrance pre-tests like PSAT and PLAN (ACT pre-test). 

The results will help you find out which areas might require more study time before the 

actual SAT and ACT tests. 

 Sophomores, consider taking some AP exams and/or SAT Subject Tests in May. 

 Volunteering or working on a special project can be a great way to enhance your 

resume, and a good alternative if you have trouble finding a part-time or summer job. 

 Make a list of your awards, honors, paid or volunteer work, and extracurricular 

activities. Consider participating in academic enrichment programs, summer workshops, 

and camps with specialty focuses such as music, arts, and science. 

 Summer programs---consider taking a summer course (away or at a local college). 

 Schedule a meeting with your guidance counselor to discuss your high school goals and 

plans. 

 Learn the differences between grants, loans, work-study, and scholarships at 

www.college.gov (click on “how to pay”). 

Parents 

 Visit www.college.gov and click on “parents/family” to learn how to help your child go 

to college. 

 Go to www.ed.gov/parents and click on “Parents School Box” to access “Challenging 

High School for All.” 

 Help your child develop independence by encouraging him or her to take responsibility 

for balancing homework with any other activities or a part-time job. 

 Learn about the standardized tests your child will be taking during the 10th through 12th 

grades: the PSAT/NMSQT, SAT Reasoning Test and SAT Subject Tests (see 

www.collegeboard.com) and/or the PLAN exam and the ACT (see www.act.org). 

http://www.flvc.org/
http://www.college.gov/
http://www.college.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/parents
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/


 Get a brief overview of financial aid from “Financial Aid and Scholarships for College” in 

the “Parents School Box” section at www.ed.gov/parents. 

 

Junior Year 

 Check your status toward meeting graduation, Bright Futures scholarship and state university 

admission requirements at Florida Virtual Campus (www.flvc.org). 

 Get organized with a calendar or spreadsheet to write down important test dates and 

application deadlines. Create folders for each school you are interested in and file any 

information you receive. 

 Narrow your list of potential schools and contact them for an application and information 

packet. The NEXT Get Smart Guide and websites such as www.cappex.com and 

www.collegeboard.com are good places to start your research. 

 Start your scholarship and financial aid search. Set up or update your profiles on scholarship 

search websites so you can receive personalized scholarship information. Find out the open 

house dates and times for the colleges and career schools you are considering.  

 If you need community service hours for graduation or the Bright Futures scholarship, select a 

project and get the necessary approval. 

 Take the October PSAT and the NMSQT. You must take the NMSQT to qualify for scholarships 

and programs associated with the National Merit Scholarship Program. 

 Register for the SAT and/or ACT. Take the earliest test available, which will allow you time to 

retake. Look into test preparation strategies and resources. 

 Attend at least one college fair. Dress up a bit (no jeans or shorts) and be prepared to collect 

brochures and other handouts. 

 Go to college-preparation presentations by college representatives. 

 Meeting with your guidance counselor to discuss your academic status and college options that 

fit it best. 

 Take SAT and/or ACT exams. Most 11th graders start in January, but there is no harm in starting 

earlier. 

 Take SAT Subject Tests and AP exams as appropriate. 

 Research scholarship and financial aid directories and begin the application process. 

 Create a resume. If portfolios, audition tapes or essays are required for college or scholarship 

applications, start working on those now. 

 Plan visits to college and university campuses. Make appointments, especially if visiting during 

the summer. 

 Consider a volunteer job in your desired field of study. This can add a boost to your college 

applications. 

 Keep your college search organized. Start a file box with at least two sections: one for 

information you receive from colleges and another for materials you will be sending out to 

them, such as reference letters, essays and test scores. 

http://www.flvc.org/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


 Sign up for rigorous core senior year classes (Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP, Dual Enrollment, Honors 

 Explore careers and their earning potential in the Occupational Outlook Handbook at 

www.bls.gov.oco. 

 

Parents 

 Talk to your child about the schools he or she is considering. Ask why those schools appeal to 

your child, and help him or her clarify goals and priorities. 
 Attend college fairs with your child, but don’t take over the conversation with the college 

representative. Just listen, and let your child do the talking.  
 Take your child to visit college campuses, preferably when classes are in session. 
 (Summer before Senior Year) Review your financial situation and make sure your child is looking 

into or already has applied for scholarships. 

 

To Explore 

 Get in-depth information on federal student aid programs from Funding Education Beyond High 

School: The Guide to Federal Student Aid at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/guide. 

Senior Year 

 Continue taking AP, Honors and/or dual enrollment classes if you qualify. 

 Apply to colleges in summer or early fall.  Pay close attention to deadlines! 

 Give teachers, employers and other adults at least a month to complete recommendation forms 

and submit transcripts. 

 If available, use each school’s online application status or tracking system to check if they have 

received all of your materials. Don’t leave it up to your CAP Advisor or Guidance Counselor to 

keep track. 

 Apply for housing if you plan to live on campus. 

 Gather the information to complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Check 

out www.finaid.org for other financial aid resources. 

 To prepare to apply for federal student aid, be sure to get a PIN at www.pin.ed.gov so you can 

complete your application and access your information online. One of your parents should also 

get a pin. 

 Complete requirements for graduation and continue to take rigorous coursework. 

 After January 1, but as early as possible, file the FAFSA with your parents’ help, along with any 

other financial aid applications your schools(s) of choice may require. (You’ll need their most 

recent tax return). You can complete the FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov or on paper, but 

completing the application online is faster and easier. You should submit your FAFSA by the 

http://www.bls.gov.oco/
http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/guide
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


earliest financial aid deadline of the schools to which you are applying, usually by early 

February.  

 Complete any last scholarship applications. 

 Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application to be considered for Bright Futures scholarships 

and other state aid. 

 If your future college wants mid-year transcripts, submit that request to Miss Rea in the main 

office now. 

 Wait for college admission decisions and financial award letters. Use this information to 

determine which school best meets your academic goals and financial needs. Compare the 

colleges’ financial aid packages. 

 Consider making another visit (overnight if possible) to schools where you have been accepted. 

While you’re there, ask plenty of questions. 

 Once you’ve made a decision, notify all colleges immediately. Send in housing and other 

deposits and sign up for orientation at your chosen school. 

 If you take dual enrollment courses, request that an official transcript be sent to your future 

college. 

 If your top college choices are not available, work with your CAP Advisor to find others with 

openings. 

 Send your final transcripts to the school you will be attending after graduation. 

 Take College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests to earn college credit. 

 Take or retake the SAT or ACT no later than October or November if necessary. 

 Take SAT Subject Tests or AP exams as you complete specific advanced coursework. 

 When you decide which school you want to attend, notify that school of your commitment and 

submit any required financial deposit. Many schools require this notification and deposit by May 

1. 

 Send thank-you notes to teachers, counselors and anyone else who may have assisted you in the 

application process. 

To Explore---Parents 

 Go to www.irs.gov and read IRS Publication 970, Tax Benefits for Higher Education to see how 

you might benefit from federal income tax credits for education expenses. 

 Help your child learn about the responsibilities involved in accepting a student loan by reviewing 

Your Federal Student Loans: Learn the Basics and Manage Your Debt 

(www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/repayingpub) with him or her. 

 Look at communications from schools to which your child has sent FAFSA information. If a 

school has offered Federal Direct Loans (also called William D. Ford Federal Direct Loans, Direct 

Stafford Loans, or Direct PLUS Loans), the Direct Loan Basics for Parents brochure might be 

useful to you. Find it at www.direct.ed.gov/pubs/profpubs.html.  

 

 

http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/repayingpub
http://www.direct.ed.gov/pubs/profpubs.html

