Alonzo and Tracy Mourning Senior High School
AP English Literature and Composition

2025 Summer Learning Assignment

Objectives:

e Build/ reinforce foundational literary analysis skills
e Encourage close reading of complex texts

e Introduce key AP Lit terms and essay expectations
e Promote original thought and voice in writing

Special Note:

All work for this class will be checked for use of Al. | highly recommend disabling Al support
systems, like Grammarly, before completing any work in this class. You may use the spell
check and grammar check that is embedded in Microsoft Word, Google Docs, or Apple
Pages. However, you should not use any support for clarifying or re-writing ideas. They help
you only with what you turn in, not your understanding of how to write more successfully.

Part 1: Core Reading Assignment

Choose one of the following texts for this part of the summer learning assignment:

¢ A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
¢ Allthe Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Instructions:

1. Read one of the novels from the list above completely.
2. Asyouread, make note of passages that stand out to you.
a. “Stand out” is a subjective term and can be defined by you.
i. Doesthe passage stand out because it helps you understand a
character better?
1. Atheme more?
2. Use setting in an interesting way?
3. Highlight a motif or pattern in story telling?
ii. Does the passage stand out because it is beautifully written?
1. Make a significant emotional impact?
2. Make you think about the world in a new way?



3. Teachyou something you did not know?

3. Afterreading, identify ten (10) passages to include in a Close Reading Journal. These
passages will be the focus of ten (10) Close Reading entries in your Close Reading
Journal

a. Eachentryincludes:
i. Page number(s)
ii. Brief summary (2-3 sentences)
iii. Personal reaction or interpretation(include how this passage helped
you to understand some aspect of the text as a whole)
iv. Encouraged to use MLA formatting (in other words... in-text citations
please)
b. Asampleis provided below.

Part 2: Literary Terms Quick Study

Instructions:
Complete the Literary Terms Quick Study sheet (below).

1. For each literary term, do the following:
a. Definetheterm
b. Provide an original example
c. From the text that you chose from the Core Reading Assignment (Part 1),
provide an example of that term from the text. Make sure to provide the page
number from where that literary term example is located.

Part 3: Poetry Analysis Assignment

Choose one of the following texts for this part of the summer learning assignment:

"The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" —T.S. Eliot
¢ "Dover Beach" - Matthew Arnold
¢ "The Second Coming" -W.B. Yeats

Instructions:

1. Read your chosen poem. The links are to the Poetry Foundation and most poems
also have an audio recording of the poem that you may want to listen to.
2. Asyou read, keep track of:


https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/44212/the-love-song-of-j-alfred-prufrock
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43588/dover-beach
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43290/the-second-coming

Voice and tone
Speaker and audience
Structure and form

Diction and imagery

e. Theme or Thematic Significance

3. Afterreading, write a minimum two-page, double —spaced paper that uses the notes
you made on the poem to support your poetic analysis. The paper should respond
to one of the following (depending on your poem choice):

a. InT.S. Eliot's "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," the speaker navigates a
modern, fragmented world while grappling with profound personal
insecurities and existential questions. Write a well-developed AP-style essay
which you analyze how Eliot's use of literary devices contributes to the
development of one of the poem's themes: isolation, indecision, or the
passage of time.

b. In Matthew Arnold's "Dover Beach," the speaker reflects on the changing
nature of the world and the loss of faith in the modern era. Write a well-
organized essay in which you analyze how Arnold's use of literary devices
contributes to the development of one of the poem's themes: uncertainty,
human connection, or the search for meaning.

c. InW.B. Yeats' "The Second Coming," the poet presents a vision of societal
collapse and the emergence of a new, ominous era. Write a well-organized
essay in which you analyze how Yeats' use of literary devices contributes to
the development of one of the poem's themes: chaos, transformation, or the
cyclical nature of history.

Part 4: | etter to Yourself

You are a Senior now!! Yay! This year is going to be filled with new experiences,
expectations, fears, joys, and uncertainty. Think about what you expect your senior year to
look like and then write a letter to yourself.

Instructions:

1. Write a letter to your future self about what you hope to gain from AP Literature in
the midst of your evolution in a future a college student.
a. Include inyour letter: reading goals, writing goals, and current favorite books
b. Address future goals, fears, and excitements
c. Doyou have any words of advice for your future self? Include those.



d. Do you have anything you want your future self to remember? Include that as
well.
2. Type thisin letter and MLA format (single space) and print a hard copy to turn in the
first week of class.

Part 1: Close Reading Journal (See instructions above)

Example Page #s Brief Summary

p.4 Mariam considers the meaning of the word harami both
from the impact of her mother’s use of the word to refer to
her daughter in Mariam’s youth and how the word’s
meaning has changed to her as she has grown up.

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

In the novel A Thousand Splendid Suns, Hosseini begins his depiction of Mariam through
the word harami cast like a curse from her mother, Nana’s, lips when Mariam drops a
precious keepsake. The word cut Mariam in a way that she knew, without needing
definition, that the word likened Mariam to something awful. Later, Mariam understood
that harami, not only meant something awful, but something unwanted. The use of the
word harami anchors a couple of themes within the novel: abandonment and isolation.
The purpose of beginning the reader’s understanding of Mariam in relation to harami is
essential to the development of the character as she is pushed through life by situations
that do not allow her to develop into an independent, self-loving person. Further, the
idea of Mariam as harami makes Mariam’s ultimate sacrifice for Layla all the more
poignant in exploding the reader’s understanding of Layla as Mariam’s harami.

Passage 1 Page #s Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 2 Page #s Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 3 Page #s Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 4 Page #s Brief Summary




Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 5

Page #s

Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 6

Page #s

Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 7

Page #s

Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 8

Page #s

Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 9

Page #s

Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Passage 10

Page #s

Brief Summary

Personal Reaction or Interpretation

Part 2: Literary Terms Quick Study (See instructions above)

Word

Definition

Original Example

Example from Within
the Text

Alliteration

Allusion




Assonance

Antagonist

Characterization

Climax

Conflict

Connotation

Denotation

Foreshadowing

Hyperbole

Irony

Metaphor

Mood

Onomatopoeia

Oxymoron

Personification

Plot

Protagonist

Simile




