
Alonzo and Tracy Mourning Senior High School 

AP English Language and Composition 

2025 Summer Learning Assignment 

Objectives: 

• Build/ reinforce foundational rhetorical analysis skills 
• Encourage close reading of complex non-fiction texts 
• Introduce key AP Lang terms and essay expectations 
• Promote original thought and voice in writing 

 
Part 1: Letter of Intent 
Welcome to junior year! This year is going to be filled with new experiences, expectations, 
fears, joys, and uncertainty. Think about what you expect your junior year to look like and 
then write a letter to yourself.  

Instructions: 

1. Write a letter to your future self about what you hope to gain from AP English 
Language in the midst of your academic evolution from 10th grade to 11th grade.  

a. Include in your letter: reading goals, writing goals, and current favorite books 
b. Address future goals, fears, and excitements 
c. Do you have any words of advice for your future self? Include those.  
d. Do you have anything you want your future self to remember? Include that as 

well.  
2. Type this in letter and MLA format (single space) and print a hard copy to turn in the 

first week of class. 

Part 2: Literary and Stylistic Terms and Rhetorical Devices 

1. Create a deck of 3x5 flashcards on the following terms.  
a. Write the term clearly on one side.  
b. On the back of each card, define the term and provide an example of it.  

i. You may find these in books you are currently reading or have read in 
the past. Use clean handwriting for all cards and don’t type them.  

c. Your stack of cards must be bound with a rubber band to be turned in on the 
first day of class.  

d. You should expect a quiz on these terms at some point during the first week 
of school.  



 

• ad hominem 
• ad populum 
• allegory 
• alliteration 
• allusion 
• analogy 
• anaphora 
• anecdote 
• antecedent 
• antithesis 
• asyndeton 
• colloquialism 
• connotation 
• denotation 
• diction 
• discourse 
• ellipsis 
• enthymeme 
• epistrophe 
• equivocation 
• ethos 
• euphemism 
• hortative sentence 
• hyperbole 

• invective 
• inversion 
• irony 
• juxtaposition 
• logos 
• malapropism 
• metaphor 
• metonymy 
• mood 
• motif 
• oxymoron 
• parallel syntax or parallelism 
• paradox 
• parody 
• pathos 
• pedantic 
• personification 
• platitude 
• polemic 
• polysyndeton 
• pun 
• rhetoric 
• rhetorical modes 
• satire 



• semantics 
• simile 
• style 
• syllogism 
• synecdoche 
• syntax 

• thesis 
• tone 
• transition 
• trope 
• understatement 
• voice 

 

Part 3: Summer Reading 

You are required to read one nonfiction selection from the list below. Make sure to get a 
physical copy of the text. Included with each of the selections are tag words that will give 
key words and thematic ideas related to that text. There are a lot of texts to select from. 
You only need to choose one.  

Title/ Author Catalog Tags 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy 
Soldier by Ismael Beah 

Child Soldier, Sierra Leone, War Memoir, 
Survival, Trauma 

Alone Together: Why We Expect More 
from Technology and Less from Each 
Other by Sherry Turkle 

Technology, Social Isolation, Human 
Interaction, Digital Age, Psychology 

Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCoury Irish Memoir, Poverty, Childhood, Family, 
Resilience 

Beautiful Boy: A Father's Journey 
Through His Son's Addiction by David 
Sheff 

Addiction, Father-Son Relationship, Recovery, 
Memoir, Substance Abuse 

Born to Run: A Hidden Tribes, Super 
Athletes and the Greatest Race the 
World has Never Seen  the World has 
Never Seen by Christopher McDougall 

Ultra-marathon, Endurance, Barefoot running, 
Human potential, Cultural exploration 

Columbine by Dave Cullen School Shooting, True Crime, Tragedy, 
Investigation, Mental Health 



Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover Education, Family, Self-Discovery, Memoir, 
Overcoming Adversity 

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser Food Industry, Health, Corporate Influence, 
American Culture, Consumerism 

Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist 
Explores the Hidden Side of Everything 
by Steve D. Levitt and Stephen J. 
Dubner 

Economics, Hidden Patterns, Incentives, Data 
Analysis, Unconventional Thinking 

Genius: The Life and Science of Richard 
Feynman by James Gleick 
 

Richard Feynman, Physics, Biography, Nobel 
Prize, Scientific Discovery 

Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared 
Diamond 

Human History, Civilization, Geography, 
Societal Development, Anthropology 

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into 
Opportunity for Women Worldwide by 
Nicholas D. Kristof 

Women's Rights, Empowerment, Global 
Issues, Social Justice, Activism 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly African American Women, NASA, Space Race, 
Mathematics, Civil Rights 

I am Malal: How One Girl Stood Up for 
Education and Changed the World by 
Malala Yousafzai 
 

Education, Women's Rights, Pakistan, 
Activism, Memoir 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote True Crime, Murder, Investigation, Nonfiction 
Novel, Kansas 

Into the Wild by John Krakauer Adventure, Wilderness, Self-Discovery, 
Biography, Alaska 

Jihad vs. McWorld: Terrorism's 
Challenge to Democracy by Benjamin 
Barber 

Globalization, Democracy, Terrorism, Political 
Theory, Cultural Conflict 



Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson Criminal Justice, Racial Injustice, Legal 
System, Human Rights, Memoir 

Kabul Beauty School: An American 
Woman Goes Behind the Veil by 
Deborah Rodriguez 

Afghanistan, Women's Empowerment, 
Cultural Exchange, Memoir, Beauty Industry 

Money Ball: The Art of Winning an Unfair 
Game by Michael Lewis 

Baseball, Statistics, Economics, Sports 
management, Team building 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass by Frederick Douglass 
 

Slavery, Abolition, Autobiography, Civil Rights, 
American History 

On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft  by 
Stephen King 

Writing, Memoir, Creativity, Author's Journey, 
Advice 

Outliers: The Story of Success by 
Malcolm Gladwell 

Success, Opportunity, Talent, Sociology, Case 
Studies 

Overachievers: The Secret Lives of 
Driven Kids by Alexandra Robbins 

High School, Pressure, Academic 
Achievement, Teen Stress, Education 

Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in 
Books by Azar Nafisi 

Iran, Literature, Women's Rights, Memoir, 
Book Club 

Seabiscuit: An American Legend by 
Laura Hillenbrand 

Horse Racing, Great Depression, Biography, 
Sports History, Underdog 

The Boys of Riverside: A Deaf Football 
Team and a Quest for Glory by Thomas 
Horace Fuller 

Deaf community, Football, Teamwork, 
Overcoming adversity, High school sports 

The Demon-Haunted World: Science as 
a Candle in the Dark by Carl Sagan 

Science, Skepticism, Critical Thinking, 
Pseudoscience, Enlightenment 

The Fabric of the Cosmos by Brian 
Greene 

Physics, Universe, Space-Time, Quantum 
Mechanics, Cosmology 



The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls Physics, Universe, Space-Time, Quantum 
Mechanics, Cosmology 

The Great Influenza: The Story of the 
Deadliest Pandemic in History by John 
M. Barry 

1918 Flu Pandemic, Public Health, History, 
Medicine, Epidemic 

The Innocent Man: Murder and Injustice 
in a Small Town by John Grisham 

True Crime, Wrongful Conviction, Legal 
System, Injustice, Small Town 

The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael 
Pollen 

Food, Agriculture, Sustainability, Nutrition, 
Food Industry 

The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men 
Against the Sea by Sebastian Junger 

Natural Disaster, Survival, Sea Adventure, True 
Story, Meteorology 

The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the 
Twenty-first Century by Thomas L. 
Friedman 

Globalization, Economics, Technology, 
Modern World, International Relations 

This Is Your Brain on Music: The 
Science of a Human Obsession by 
Daniel J. Levitin 

Music, Neuroscience, Psychology, Human 
Brain, Creativity 

Uncommon Grounds: The History of 
Coffee and How It Transformed Our 
World by Mark Pendergrast 

Coffee, History, Global Trade, Cultural Impact, 
Beverage Industry 

 

Part 4: Grammar Knowledge Check 

This is meant to be diagnostic so that I can gauge your current level of knowledge; 
therefore it is in everyone’s best interest that you take these quizzes without outside help 
and do not retake them to try for a better score. You will receive credit for completing the 
work, regardless of your scores. 

Instructions: 

Go to Oxford Practice Grammar Online and take the 40 question English Language 
Grammar Test. Print the score and be ready to turn them in on the first day of school. 

https://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/english-level-test/grammar

